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ROME

Galleria del Cembalo
from April 10t to June 14" 2014 the exhibition

Shared Spaces

Italy as seen through the clubs

Photographs by Massimo Siragusa

curated by Mario Peliti and Paola Stacchini Cavazza

Glimpses of a Country from the interior: the new exhibition at the Galleria
del Cembalo is a journey across Italy through the circles

“I was curious, and someway a little moved, the afternoon in which I started this
work on the clubs because I hadn 't been a guest in any of them until that day. 1
discovered places where even if the scene is apparently still, something is always
happening. Spaces in which everyone s story, the memory and the common
values interlace and eventually become the soul and the binder of the place. *

Massimo Siragusa

Shared Spaces, the new exhibition at the Galleria del Cembalo since april 10, is first of all - and literally - a
representation of the Country as seen from the interior.

The subtitle ‘Italy as seen through the clubs’ speaks clearly: the photographic work by Massimo Siragusa
covers more than 40 sites differing in every aspect, located in the farthest corners of the peninsula, is in
several ways a real portrait of Italy.

The exhibition shows more than 60 photos of different size and representing a great variety of places - within
the others - the Fisherman’s Club of Acitrezza (Sicily) or Genova’s Yachting Club, the Reading Club in Parma
or the Railwaymen’s Club in Siracusa. In his research, the photographer visited clubs of any kind, as circles of
political, military or sportive inspiration.

The Italian trip of the photographer goes from stiff exclusive spaces to others more easily accessible, all of them
represented as the place of a common passion, or the place of birth of a sense of common belonging,
witnessing the ancient need, typically of men, of getting together as a group in the name of a common activity.
Still nowadays, in some clubs membership is strictly reserved to men.

Anyway, there’s nobody in the photographs of the exhibition, because Massimo Siragusa means to describe the
club’s life through the strength and the flavour of the spaces where the social life takes place. Stuccoes, bar
billiards, plastic chairs and luxury sofas, chandeliers and cups, they live together as leading actors in these
glimpses of interiors, offering a multiple as well as a general vision of social spaces, that are often felt as
‘home’ by their inhabitants.

The look of Massimo Siragusa is always full of respect, he doesn’t lay emphasis nor does he feel shy for what
he sees, he leaves to the observer to discover through the details, to understand, to build a personal opinion about



the place captured in the image. The photographs are characterized by a very soft range of hues, almost without
shadows, that gives to the images a pictorial brightness.

From the introduction to the exhibition by Renata Ferri (photo editor):

“It’s possible that in these photos one recognizes the author s signature, but nevertheless, while we look at them,
we forget about the origin or about the language of the image and finally glide down into a fantastic tale: the
places become perfect scenes in which the stories and the actors get alive. This is the strength of the secret
writing by Massimo Siragusa as a photographer: he gives us a vision in which everyone can make his own tale
come true.”

In occasion of the exhibition The Common Space, in order to recreate the welcoming atmosphere of the clubs,
the Galleria del Cembalo will host some masterpieces from the Poltrona Frau collection, as scenographical
installations.

Massimo Siragusa

Born in Catania in 1958, he works as a professional photographer. He lives in Rome where he teaches at the IED (European
Institute of Design). His work has been exposed in numerous museums and galleries in Italy and abroad, i.e. Polka Gallery
in Paris, Les Rencontes d’Arles, Forma Gallery in Milan, Museum of Rome in Trastevere, Auditorium Parco della Musica
in Rome, Gallery of the Credito Valtellinese in Florence, Photographic Center in Tenerife, Coalface Gallery in Genk and
Photo Vernissage Manege in St.Petersburg. He is the author of several commercial campaigns for brands as Lavazza, IGP,
Kodak, ENI, BAT Italia, Aeroporti di Milano, Bosch, Alfa Romeo, A2A, Autostrada Pedemontana, F2i, Boscolo Hotel,
MyChef, Versace, Bisazza, Kartel, Conad, Unipol Banca. His photos are published in all the most important international
magazines.

He won four World Press Photo: in 1997, with Bisogno di un miracolo, then in 1999 with I cerchio magico, in 2008
thanks to the reportage Tempo libero, and in 2009 with Fondo fucile.

He published several books, between them 11 Vaticano, 1l cerchio magico, Credi e Teatro d’Italia.

OPENING TIMES
From Tuesday to friday: 4:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.
Saturday: 10.30 a.m. -1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m.-7:30 p.m.

The gallery will be closed on april 17%, 18%, 19t and 26t

For further informations or to receive images for the press:
ufficiostampa@galleriadelcembalo.it
Emanuela Capitanio emanuela.capitanio@gmail.com
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